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CHILD WELFARE LAWS AND HOW THEY IMPACT OUR WORK
Major U.S. Child Welfare Laws
Family First Prevention Services Act (P.L. 115-123) (2018): 
· Shifts federal funding toward prevention services, including mental health care, to keep families together and reduce reliance on congregate care.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces the need for an adoption competent workforce that can provide trauma-informed, family-centered mental health services early, before system involvement increases.
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 2016 (P.L. 114-198) (2016):
· Addresses the opioid crisis, including impacts on infants and families affected by substance use.
· National Center Connection: Highlights the intersection of parental substance use and child welfare involvement, areas where adoption competent mental health providers are essential for supporting permanency and healing.
International Megan's Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and other sexual crimes through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders (P.L. 114-119) (2016):
· Enhances protections against child exploitation through monitoring of traveling sex offenders.
· National Center Connection: Supports broader safety frameworks that intersect with child welfare systems, emphasizing the importance of trauma-informed care for affected children.
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 (P.L. 114-22) (2015):
· Strengthens protections and services for child victims of trafficking.
· National Center Connection: Many trafficked youth have child welfare involvement; adoption competent providers are critical to addressing complex trauma and supporting long-term stability.
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act (P.L. 113-183) (2014):
· Improves protections for youth at risk of trafficking and emphasizes normalcy and permanency.
· National Center Connection: Aligns with permanency-focused practice and reinforces the need for providers who understand the relational impacts of trauma and system involvement.
Uninterrupted Scholars Act (P.L. 112-278) (2013):
· Allows child welfare agencies to access educational records without parental consent.
· National Center Connection: Supports cross-system collaboration, key to adoption competence, by enabling better coordination between education and child welfare systems.
Protect Our Kids Act of 2012 (P.L. 112-275) (2012): 
· Establishes a national commission to address child abuse and neglect fatalities.
· National Center Connection: Underscores systemic gaps and the need for coordinated, trauma-informed responses across systems to prevent child abuse and neglect. 
Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act (P.L. 112-34) (2011):
· Promotes well-being outcomes, including mental health and trauma-informed care.
· National Center Connection: Directly aligns with the National Center’s mission to build workforce capacity in adoption competent mental health.
CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-320) (2010):
· Strengthens child abuse prevention and response systems.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces early identification of trauma and the need for specialized mental health services for children and families.
The Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011 (P.L. 111-242) (2011): 
· Maintains funding for federal programs, including child welfare services.
· National Center Connection: Sustains the infrastructure that supports adoption competent initiatives.
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-148) (2010):
· Expands access to behavioral health services and insurance coverage.
· National Center Connection: Creates opportunities to increase access to adoption-competent mental health care within broader health systems.

Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351) (2008):
· Promotes permanency through kinship care, education stability, and extended foster care.
· National Center Connection: Supports relational permanency, central to adoption competence, and highlights the need for providers who understand family systems and lifelong connections.
Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-432) (2006): 
· Expands adoption tax credits.
· National Center Connection: Encourages adoption while highlighting the need for post-adoption supports.
Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-288) (2006): 
· Enhances accountability and services in child welfare programs.
· National Center Connection: Supports system improvements, including mental health access.
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006(P.L. 109-248) (2006): 
· Strengthens child protection and background checks.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces safety within systems that serve vulnerable children.
Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-171) (2005): 
· Includes provisions impacting foster care funding and eligibility.
· National Center Connection: Highlights how funding structures affect access to services.
Fair Access Foster Care Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-113) (2005):
· Addresses eligibility equity in foster care placements.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces equitable access to permanency and services.
Adoption Promotion Act of 2003 (P.L. 108-145) (2003): 
· Incentivizes states to increase adoptions from foster care.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces the importance of post-adoption support and adoption competent mental health services to sustain permanency.
Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (P.L. 108-36) (2003): 
· Focuses on child abuse prevention and strengthening families.
· National Center Connection: Aligns with prevention and family-centered approaches that require trauma-informed, adoption competent care.
Promoting Safe and Stable Families Amendments of 2001 (P.L. 107-133) (2001): 
· Expands services to support family preservation and reunification.
· National Center Connection: Highlights the need for mental health providers who understand attachment, loss, and family dynamics.
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 (P.L. 107-16) (2001): 
· Enhances adoption tax benefits.
National Center Connection: Encourages adoption while reinforcing the need for supportive services.
Child Abuse Prevention and Enforcement Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-177) (2000):
· Strengthens law enforcement responses to child abuse.
National Center Connection: Highlights the importance of coordinated system responses.
Foster Care Independence Act of 1999 (P.L. 106-169) (1999):
· Supports youth transitioning out of foster care.
· National Center Connection: Emphasizes lifelong impacts of foster care and the need for adoption competent services that extend into adulthood.
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 (P.L. 105-89) (1997): 
· Prioritizes child safety and timely permanency decisions.
· National Center Connection: A cornerstone law that underscores the urgency of permanency, requiring a workforce equipped to support children through trauma, loss, and transitions.
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Amendments of 1996 (P.L. 104-235) (1996): 
· Strengthens CAPTA provisions.
· National Center Connection: Expands focus on prevention and early intervention.
Social Security Amendments of 1994 (P.L. 103-432) (1994e): 
· Includes provisions impacting child welfare funding and services.
· National Center Connection: Shapes financing structures that support service delivery.
Multiethnic Placement Act of 1994 (P.L. 103-382) (1994): 
· Prohibits delays in placement based on race or ethnicity.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces equitable permanency while highlighting the need for culturally responsive, adoption-competent care.
Family Preservation and Support Services Program Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-66) (1993): 
· Funds prevention and family support services.
· National Center Connection: Aligns with prevention and early intervention strategies.
Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, Adoption, and Family Services Act of 1992 (P.L. 102-295) (1992):
· Expands services addressing abuse and family violence.
· National Center Connection: Highlights the intersection of trauma, safety, and family systems.
Child Abuse Prevention, Adoption, and Family Services Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-294) (1988): 
· Strengthens child abuse prevention and adoption services.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces integrated approaches to permanency and safety.
Child Abuse Amendments of 1984 (P.L. 98-457) (1984):
· Enhances child protection systems and reporting.
· National Center Connection: Supports early identification and intervention.
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-272) (1980): 
· Establishes federal support for foster care and adoption assistance.
· National Center Connection: Introduces permanency planning as a core principle that is central to adoption competence.
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) of 1978 (P.L. 95-608) (1978): 
· Protects the rights of Native children, families, and tribes in child welfare proceedings.
· National Center Connection: Calls for culturally grounded, community-informed approaches and reinforces the importance of adapting adoption competence to tribal contexts.
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment and Adoption Reform Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-266) (1978): 
· Expands federal support for prevention and adoption reform.
· National Center Connection: Reinforces integration of prevention and permanency.
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-247[P6]) (1974): 
· Provides federal funding and guidance for preventing and addressing child abuse.
· National Center Connection: Forms the foundation of child welfare systems and highlights the ongoing need for trauma-informed, specialized mental health services.
Major Intercountry Adoption & Child Welfare Laws
Universal Accreditation Act of 2012 (P.L. 112-276) (2012): 
· Extends accreditation requirements to all intercountry adoption providers.
· National Center Connection: Promotes quality and accountability—paralleling the National Center’s focus on competency in service delivery.
International Adoption Simplification Act (P.L. 111-287) (2000): 
· Implements safeguards for ethical international adoptions.
· National Center Connection: Highlights the complexity of adoption experiences and the need for specialized mental health support.
Assistance for Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children in Developing Countries Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-95)
Child Citizenship Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-395) (2000):
· Grants automatic citizenship to internationally adopted children.
· National Center Connection: Supports long-term stability while reinforcing the need for ongoing mental health and identity support.


Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-279) (2000):
· Implements safeguards for ethical intercountry adoptions.
· National Center Connection: Emphasizes ethical practice and long-term support needs.

Together, these laws:
· Emphasize safety, permanency, and well-being 
· Highlight the critical role of behavioral health systems 
· Reinforce the need for cross-system collaboration 
· Expose gaps in access to specialized, trauma-informed care 

The National Center responds by building a workforce that is adoption-competent, equipped to understand trauma, honor relationships, and support lasting permanency across systems and communities.

For an overview of many of these laws, see Major Federal Legislation Concerned with Child Protection, Child Welfare, and Adoption
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